
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggesting an own bachelor thesis topic-guidelines for the application: 

• In case you want to write your bachelor thesis on a self-chosen topic, we 
would ask you to consider the following points in your application: 

• Provide a (causal) research question for your topic (e.g. "Does an 
increase in x cause an increase in y?", "Does policy x cause a reduction in 
y?"...)! 

• Suggest 2-3 empirical papers that tackle the suggested research 
question! Look for papers that make use of counterfactual methods i.e. 
Regression Discontinuity Designs, Difference-in-Differences, Instrumental 
variables, (Propensity Score) Matching, Synthetic Control Method. 

• Write a short motivation for the topic: Why is the topic relevant? Provide 
context on the policy/main explanatory variable you want to investigate! 
Why is the topic interesting? Four to five sentences should suffice. 

• In case the suggested topic is not suitable for a thesis at our chair, please 
signal whether you would be willing to write a thesis on a topic 
suggested by the chair (see list below) or you would prefer writing your 
thesis at another chair! 

 
 
 
 
 
 


